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These updates cover emergencies Oxfam is currently responding to around the world, although please note 
they don’t intend to be comprehensive.  
 

 

 

South Asia  

 

Nepal Earthquake 

On Saturday 25 April, an earthquake of magnitude 7.8 on the 

Richter scale struck the poor, landlocked and mountainous Asian 

state of Nepal. By 30 April, the death toll had risen to more than 

5,500 and the UN estimates that 8million people across the 

country are affected by the disaster – more than a quarter of the 

population. 

Oxfam is stepping up its relief effort and aims to support 350,000 

people. We have already started working in five districts: 

Kathmandu, Lalitpur and Bhaktapur in the Kathmandu valley, and 

the more remote Gorkha and Sindhupalchwok districts. By the 

end of this week, teams will reach two other badly affected 

districts of Dhading and Nuwakot. Urgent activities so far have 

been trucking in drinking water, constructing temporary toilets, 

and distributing basic essentials, and we’re making arrangements 

to get cash out to people and distribute temporary shelters.  

A bottleneck of people and supplies at Nepal’s Kathmandu airport 

combined with nationwide fuel shortages, blocked roads and 

difficult terrain is hampering the efforts of aid agencies and 

emergency services to reach earthquake survivors. Speaking from 

Kathmandu, Oxfam's Humanitarian Manager, Orla Murphy, said: 

“Blocked roads, fuel shortages and supplies being held up at 

Kathmandu airport pose a big challenge for Oxfam and others. We’re doing everything we can to get our 

teams to the affected areas to assess what’s 

needed and get help to vulnerable people 

who need it as soon as possible.” Continue 

reading. (Photo 1: A woman pours water into a 

cooking pan used by her daughter to clean dishes 

at the Tundikhel IDP camp in Kathmandu, Nepal. 

Aubrey Wade, Oxfam, April 2015. Photo 2: 

Technical volunteers, trained by Oxfam during the 

urban risk management program, erect a water 

tank at the Tundikhel IDP camp in Kathmandu, 

Nepal, Aubrey Wade, Oxfam, April 2015) 

India  

Assam Conflict: The Assam conflict early 

recovery programme is in transition and 

Oxfam is phasing out of the Karbi Anglong 

area, given that there is a return to normalcy and both the Karbi and Regnma community have initiated a 

reconciliation process. In the meantime, Oxfam has started a new programme in Bodo Territorial Autonomous 
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District (BTAD) and Golaghat (Assam Nagaland border) in response to the violence of December 2014, which 

displaced over 220,000 people. Over 3500 people continue to reside in camps and Oxfam is providing 

essential safe water and sanitation services.  

 

Jammu and Kashmir Floods: The situation in Jammu and Kashmir is gradually limping back to normal. Oxfam 

continues to provide early recovery assistance to some of the worst affected population in both rural and 

urban locations. Water system rehabilitation is an area of focus including, restarting local water purification 

units that supply water to multiple villages covering over 50,000 people. In addition, Oxfam is providing 

livelihood support to 200 carpet weavers and 300 traders, and food vouchers to 700 households. Moreover, 

due to the beginning of the monsoons, Oxfam continues to prepare for the possibility of a flood in Kashmir 

and other parts of the country. 

 

Pakistan  

The government launched security operations 

against non-state actors in north-western region 

of Pakistan which affected more than a million 

people and prompted a huge influx of TDPs
1
 to 

Bannu, DI Khan, Tank and Jalozai Camp in 

Nowshera, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province. The 

federal government and its institutions is 

providing assistance to displaced people and 

recently, after some areas have been declared 

safe, the TDPs have started returning to their 

homes.  

Since May 2012, Oxfam has been working with 

local partners to provide the TDPs with a 

complete WASH package and address critical 

needs. More than 22,000 families have received 

hygiene kits and have benefitted from clean drinking water and sanitation facilities. These included 

appropriate laundry spaces, latrines and solid waste collection points along with health and hygiene promotion 

initiatives, including events in camp schools for girls and boys. 1000 men and women have also benefitted 

from skill enhancement through conditional cash transfer programme and temporary employment 

opportunities. (Photo: Hygiene sessions with displaced women at Jalozai camp on International Women’s Day, Oxfam, 

March 2015) 

 

Maghreb & Middle East 

 

Yemen crisis 

Aerial bombings across the country and pockets of street fighting over the past weeks, made the situation in 

Yemen extremely tough.  Since 23 March, more 150,000 people have been displaced, over 1,000 were killed 

and 4,350 injured (ACAPS). The country’s health, water and sanitation systems are at imminent risk of 

collapse, largely due to shortages of fuel for generators and water pumps’.  As needs increase, our ability to 

meet these becomes more constrained; humanitarian resources are already not sufficient to help everyone in 

need, especially with the conflict intensifying, the seasonal hunger gap, and overcrowding in ‘safe’ areas, 

which increases the risk of communicable disease and the strain on facilities to ensure good hygiene 

practices. Although it was announced that the Saudi Arabian led Coalition Operation Decisive Storm would 

end the bombing, the airstrikes have since continued. Oxfam is now calling for an immediate ceasefire, a 

negotiated peace and aid to be provided to the millions of Yemenis in need. Continue reading and sign the 

petition on act.oxfam.org, 

 

                                                
1
 In Pakistan, TDP (Temporarily Displaced People) is the term used by the government for IDPs 

http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/acaps-briefing-note-yemen-escalation-conflict-29-april-2015
https://act.oxfam.org/international/yemen-crisis
https://act.oxfam.org/international/yemen-crisis
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Our office in Hodeidah continues to function and we are 

reaching our existing case load of approximately 65,000 

people, with water supplies, cash, and hygiene promotion. A 

further 46,000 newly displaced people nearby will also be 

targeted. In addition, Oxfam is entering into partnership with 

local water corporations in the main urban centres where we 

have a presence. The first of these is with the water authority 

in Aden, and if we help keep the water running we will be 

benefiting about 1 million people. 

Read the personal testimony from one of our Programme 

Managers living in Yemen and for more information please like 

the Middle East facebook page. (Photo1: Oxfam's warehouse in 

Saada, in the Northern Governorate in Yemen, after a coalition 

airstrike hit on Saturday April 18th, 2015. The warehouse contained 

humanitarian supplies used in Oxfam's water and sanitation projects 

in the governorate where we brought clean water to thousands of 

households before the current conflict started continue reading) 

 

Iraq – violence and displacement 

In Iraq, Oxfam, responding to internally displaced people 

needs, aims to reach around 250,000 people with lifesaving 

assistance across both, the Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KRI) and the newly accessible areas of Federal Iraq. 

The overall goal of Oxfam’s presence is to enable the rights of those affected by the conflict in Iraq to be 

upheld, with a particular focus on the rights of women. Over the past two weeks, we have distributed cash to 

over 3,300 households in 25 villages in northern Diyala and delivered hygiene kits to nearly 2,500 families. 

We are also building hundreds more latrines for both host communities and displaced people alike. And we 

are working with the municipal water authorities in Diyala on repairs to hardware (e.g. repair of pumps and 

motors) and public health promotion.  We have also been working with the Women’s Refugee Commission – 

a local partner - to assess the risks of gender-based violence associated with livelihoods, using focus groups 

in several villages.  

 

Gaza – conflict  

Last year's conflict in Gaza saw massive 

destruction and loss of life. Six months ago, 

international donors got together at the Cairo 

donor conference and pledged $3.4 billion for 

reconstruction. So far nothing has changed. 

Today the reconstruction and recovery have 

barely begun, the blockade of Gaza remains in 

place, there has been no accountability for 

violations of international law, there is no 

permanent ceasefire and Gaza remains cut off 

from the West Bank. Continue reading. 

On April 13
th
, Oxfam and other agencies 

launched a new report “Charting a new course: Overcoming the stalemate in Gaza”. The report from the 

Association of International Development Agencies found that only 26.8 percent ($945m) of the money 

pledged has been released and warns that further conflict is inevitable - and with it the cycle of destruction 

and donor-funded reconstruction - unless world leaders implement a new approach that addresses the 

underlying causes of the conflict. Donors must insist on a permanent ceasefire, accountability of all parties for 

ongoing violations of international law, and an end to the Israeli blockade that seals in 1.8 million Palestinians 

in Gaza and keeps them separated from the West Bank. (Photo: Faraj Al Najjar: "I used to have my own business, 

trading motorbikes. Business got worse after the blockade began (in 2007), but I made enough to at least feed my family. 

http://www.oxfam.org.uk/blogs/2015/04/yemen-living-in-fear-is-normal?cid=scm_tw
https://www.facebook.com/OxfamArabic?fref=ts
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/reactions/oxfam-condemns-coalition-bombing-warehouse-containing-vital-humanitarian-aid?utm_source=oxf.am&utm_medium=ZMkL&utm_content=redirect
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2015-04-13/world-not-delivering-gaza-reconstruction-promises-new-report
https://www.oxfam.org/en/research/charting-new-course-overcoming-stalemate-gaza
http://www.aidajerusalem.squarespace.com/
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Then during the war I lost the motorbikes, which were worth $7,000. Now I work 12 hours a day fixing spare parts and I 

barely get 20 shekels ($5) a day. This is not enough to even buy food." Oxfam, April 2015) 

 

Jordan  

On 23
rd

 April Oxfam took part in a ceremony to launch the water network in Za’atari camp. It will provide 

refugees with better access to adequate amounts of good quality water by establishing connections to each 

household, Oxfam has been the lead agency on the design of the network and will also be responsible for 

transmitting water from the boreholes to our water storage tanks in all districts. The new water network will 

benefit every resident in the camp which is currently about 85,000 individuals, but will have the capacity to 

reach 100,000 residents, leaving some room for natural growth.  It will finally eliminate the need for expensive 

water trucking. 

 

West Africa  

 

Ebola crisis 

Recovering from the impacts of the Ebola 

crisis has been firmly on the agenda during 

the World Bank spring meeting in 

Washington (17-19 April). On the eve of 

Ebola talks at the Bank's annual spring 

meetings, Oxfam released a briefing paper 

“Never Again: Building resilient health 

systems and learning from the Ebola 

crisis” which identifies lessons from the 

current Ebola crisis, as well as previous 

outbreaks, to review what is required to 

build resilient health systems in West Africa and beyond. Oxfam draws attention in particular to the weak state 

of healthcare systems in West Africa and calls on Governments and donors to provide long-term investment 

in the six key elements that are required for a resilient system: an adequate number of trained health workers; 

available medicines; robust health information systems, including surveillance; appropriate infrastructure; 

sufficient public financing and a strong public sector to deliver equitable, quality services. Global investment in 

research and development for medical products is also critical. The paper presents also recommendations for 

affected countries, governments, donors and international organizations. 

Read also a blog by Jessica Skinner, Oxfam’s Policy Adviser for the Response and Resilience Team, on the 

importance of WASH as part of building resilient health systems in Liberia.(Photo: Community health worker Marrion 

Thomson teaches children how to wash their hands at an Oxfam Hand Washing Point in Congo Town, an area in Freetown, 

Sierra Leone, Oxfam) 

 

Mauritania  

The food security and nutrition situation continues to deteriorate in Mauritania, with an estimated 259.335 

people in ‘crisis and emergency phase’ in March, which will increase to 464.888 people in June, if immediate 

actions are not taken. (Integrated Food Security Classification, Phase 3-5, March 2015). Oxfam is responding 

to the food crisis by targeting almost 3000 very poor pastoralized and agro-pastoralized households with 

unconditional cash transfers and a supplementary feeding program for children from 6 to 23 months, during 

the lean season. 

 

Burkina Faso 

On the 1
st
 of April 2015 Burkina Faso’s government confirmed that an outbreak of avian flu was responsible 

for the deaths of large numbers of chickens in two regions of the country in the past few weeks. This 

represents an enormous loss in terms of income and employment for farmers, intermediaries, dealers and 

many consumers. This will also have consequences in poultry exports to neighboring countries (Ivory Coast, 

Mali) as Burkina Faso is the main poultry purveyor up. Oxfam is monitoring the situation and recognizes that 

http://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/never-again-building-resilient-health-systems-and-learning-from-the-ebola-crisis-550092?cid=scm_PandP_BAU&utm_content=buffer0eb12&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer
http://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/never-again-building-resilient-health-systems-and-learning-from-the-ebola-crisis-550092?cid=scm_PandP_BAU&utm_content=buffer0eb12&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer
http://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/never-again-building-resilient-health-systems-and-learning-from-the-ebola-crisis-550092?cid=scm_PandP_BAU&utm_content=buffer0eb12&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer
http://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/blog/2015/04/7000-people-one-clinic-no-running-water#.VTEnwqqr15I.email
http://www.ipcinfo.org/ipcinfo-home/ru/
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urgent steps need to be taken, however we do not intend to reply to the Bird Flu epidemic.
 

 

In the meantime, the Ebola prevention response in Cascades and Hauts-Bassins continues, promoting 

awareness and prevention messages. From 8
th
 to 10

th
 April 2015, a training of comedians has been held; 

participants will contribute to the sensitization campaign through sketches in schools and villages. 

 

Horn and Eastern Africa 

 

South Sudan – conflict  

As we reported in the latest update, skyrocketing inflation, conflict and collapsed markets are pushing people 

in South Sudan to breaking point as the political deadlock enters its 16th month and families face a second 

'lean season' since fighting began. Moreover, areas affected by the conflict are seeing drastic increases in 

food prices and the currency depreciated by approximately 26 percent between December 2014 and March 

2015. This is increasing the cost of regional food imports and putting pressure on already stretched household 

budgets. Already, 2.5 million people are facing severe levels of hunger. By June, the Famine Early Warning 

Systems Network (FEWSNET) predicts that more than a million people will join them. “As the rains set in, 

reaching people who are desperately in need of aid will become more and more difficult. It’s vital that aid 

reaches people not just in the camps on UN bases but the millions in need spread out across the country, 

especially in conflict affected states,” said Emma Drew, Head of Humanitarian Programs for Oxfam in South 

Sudan. “It’s hard to describe just how difficult it is to provide that humanitarian assistance here. Insecurity due 

to protracted fighting and poor roads mean that in many places agencies have to fly absolutely everything in, 

often to airstrips that are easily bogged down by mud and rain - so getting food and essential items in before 

the rains start is an urgent priority.” Continue reading our press release. 

 

Read also Oxfam America’s president reflections on his visit to South Sudan. 

 

Ethiopia – displaced people from South Sudan 

Since the beginning of 2014, Ethiopia has accepted almost 190,000 refugees who fled conflict in South Sudan 

(UNHCR). They are mostly women and children, who need protection and assistance and arrive in often 

alarming nutritional conditions in the Gambella Regional State in western Ethiopia, where infrastructure and 

services are limited. As we reported in the latest update, in the new camp, Jewii, Oxfam is taking charge of 

designing a sustainable water system for hosting refugees from South Sudan. Geological surveys are being 

done, and one of our engineering specialists will go there to do the design work in a couple of weeks; there is 

a sense of urgency to get people into the camp before the rainy season begins in June. Meanwhile we 

continue to run the water treatment centre and some of the trucking operations in Kule. 

 

Somalia - conflict 

The humanitarian situation in Somalia remains of concern and is still among the largest, most protracted and 

most complex emergencies in the world today. Despite some improvements, about 731,000 Somalis face 

acute food insecurity while 2.3 million people are on the verge of slipping into acute food insecurity, bringing 

the number of people in need to 3 million. More than 1.1 million people are internally displaced and vulnerable 

to disease outbreaks, exploitation and abuse. These people are also highly dependent on humanitarian 

assistance and lack access to basic service. 

Moreover, the erratic nature of rainfall season and the escalating security situation, as a result of fighting in 

Yemen, is expected to exacerbate further the humanitarian situation in Somalia. So far over 900 persons, 

mainly Somali refugees and other nationals’ are fleeing the country back to Somalia. There are however more 

than 240,000 Somali refugees residing in Yemen and the number of refugees and returnees to Somalia is 

expected to increase if the situation worsens. 

Oxfam will get involved in the planning, coordination and response mechanism processes happening in 

Somalia at the moment including partners’ participation in joint inter-agencies needs assessments and 

missions. Oxfam’s partner KAALO is planning to conduct a rapid assessment in Bosaso which will duly inform 

https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2015-04-21/south-sudanese-families-being-pushed-brink
http://www.oxfamamerica.org/explore/stories/life-in-a-conflict-zone-why-south-sudanese-are-longing-for-peace/?utm_source=oxf.am&utm_medium=ZgWk&utm_content=redirect
http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49e483986.html
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the situation on ground. Oxfam will be analyzing and monitoring the situation for better planning and an 

effective humanitarian response.   

 

 Pacific 

 

Vanuatu - Tropical Cyclone Pam 

Over 6 weeks have passed since Tropical Cyclone Pam hit Vanuatu, affecting 188,000 thousand people 

across 23 islands. Oxfam’s programs have 

reached over 20,000 people across three islands 

to date through water trucking, distribution of 

hygiene kits, rehabilitation of water supply and 

Cash for Work. Gender and Protection advocacy 

and assessments are continuing across Oxfam’s 

program areas and are actively contributing to 

and improving Oxfam’s response. Distribution of 

seeds and livelihoods kits is commencing over 

the next few days on Epi island and female-

centred Cash for Work activities (community 

gardening) will commence next week. 

Oxfam has contributed to the Humanitarian 

Action Plan through the WASH, Food Security 

and Livelihoods and Protection Clusters which is due for release later this week. Read our full press release. 

(Photo: Children overlook an Oxfam water distribution on Efate. Credit: Vlad Sokhin Panos, Oxfam, 2015) 

 

 

 
Find more information on the above emergency programs and our other responses: 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/emergencies  
 
If you need pictures in high resolution or have any questions please contact 
federica.mastroianni@oxfaminternational.org. 
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https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2015-04-13/cyclone-pam-1-month-clean-water-still-high-priority
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